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the county, robbing the farmers along their
route and threatening all sorts of violence.
Many of the people of Bloomfield were at the
county fair, and when rumors of the raid
reached there, it resulted in the breaking up of
the fair and the return to town of the men. An
attack was "momentarily expected; men were
placed on the tops of houses, as look-outs, to
watch and warn us of approaching danger.
Men, women, and children were hurrying to and
fro .... All was hurry, bustle, and con-
fusion; all were willing and vied with each
other in getting ready to meet the danger . .
. . But there was no one to take command,
and bring order out of chaos. The voice of a
citizen was heard above the din and confusion,
proposing that Col. J. B. Weaver, late of the
2d Iowa Infantry, take command of all the
militia, and that every man would yield prompt
and implicit obedience to his command. A
universal shout of approval rang out along the
lines, and confidence was seen and felt in the
cheerful obedience to every order issued.

"A. company of mounted men, led by Col.
Weaver .... started in pursuit late in
the afternoon, leaving the command of the
militia, for the defense of the town", to Lieu-
tenant Colonel S. A. Moore who was "mate-
rially assisted by Capt. Gray, Capt. Minge, and
a large number of returned soldiers, whose